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TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, CONS, AU, WG, EG 

SUBJ: AUSTRIAN REACTION TO ERG CRITICISM OP PROJECTED 
AUSTRIAN-GDR CONSULAR AGREEMENT 

REF : BONN 00960 

1. GOA ANNOUNCED JAN 21 THAT CHANCELLOR KREISKY WOULD BE IN 
BONN PROBABLY PEB 23-24 POR PERIODIC ROUTINE VISIT WITH ERG 
CHANCELLOR. IMPORTANT TOPIC AT TALKS REPORTEDLY WILL BE VIENNA- 
BONN DIPPERENCES OVER GERMAN CITIZENSHIP AS IT RELATES TO PRO- 
JECTED AUSTRIAN-GDR CONSULAR AGREEMENT. AUSTRIAN MEDIA HAS GIVEN 
EXTENSIVE COVERAGE IN LAST FEW DAYS TO CRITICISM EMANATING PROM 
ERG ON ISSUE WITHOUT, HOWEVER, GIVING READERS CLEAR UNDERSTAND- 
ING OF COMPLEX NATURE OF CONFLICTING LEGAL VIEWPOINTS. INSTEAD, 

LINE OP ARGUMENTATION HAS BEEN TO SUGGEST ISSUE IS PRIMARILY 
PRODUCT OP ERG DOMESTIC POLITICS AND RELATED TO EPFORT TO EMBAR- 
RASS BONN COALITION. 

2. KREISKY, AT HIS WEEKLY PRESS CONPERENCE JAN 21, ALSO ADDRESSED 
ISSUE, INDICATING PROJECTED CONSULAR AGREEMENT WAS IN ACCORD WITH 
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KOHL SPECIFICALLY NAMED) SHOULD ABSTAIN FROM "INTERFERING IN 
AUSTRIAN INTERNAL AEEAIRS." HE NOTED AUSTRIA HAS DUAL CITIZENSHIP 
PROBLEMS, INVOLVING THOUSANDS OE AUSTRIANS, WITH GDR AND AUSTRIAN 
NATIONAL INTERESTS WOULD BE ABLY SERVED BY CONSULAR AGREEMENT 
RESOLVING THESE DIEEICULTIES. 

3. AUSTRIAN EONOEE SOURCE HAS INDICATED TO US THAT EONMIN BIELKA 
WILL USE OCCASION OF GENSCHER VISIT TO VIENNA OPERA BALL EEB 
6 TO DISCUSS ISSUE. EONOEF REPORTEDLY PIQUED OVER WHAT CONSIDERED 
TO BE UNJUSTIEIED FRG PRESSURE ON AUSTRIANS IN VIEW OE EARLIER 
DISCUSSIONS WITH FRG ON MATTER. SAME SOURCE SAID BIELKA-GENSCHER 
DISCUSSION WILL SEEK TO REACH AGREEMENT ON VARIUS APSECTS OE 
ISSUE WHICH WILL THEN BE PUT BEEORE KREISKY-SCHMIDT MEETING FOR 
RESOLUTION. HUMES 
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